Outcome prediction of enteral levodopa/carbidopa infusion in advanced Parkinson's disease.
Two studies comparing intraduodenal infusion of a levodopa/carbidopa gel with oral treatments in advanced PD patients demonstrated improvement in UPDRS scores and in frequent clinical ratings on a global treatment response scale. Further analysis of data from these studies was performed to find predictive factors related to degree of improvement with infusion. Pearson's correlation coefficients between measures of improvement and baseline variables were calculated. Using data from one study, a prediction model was designed and was then evaluated using the other study's data. Correlations were found indicating that patients with more severe symptoms at baseline were most improved after infusion.